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This is a wonderful book and I would recommend that everyone read it.  Is it 100% theologically correct? No. As a conservative Southern Baptist I found several points that do no match up with my particular beliefs.  Amazingly, Mr. Young handles some hard-to-understand doctrines of Christianity as well as many Biblical scholars I’ve read.  While his presentation of God, is somewhat “iffy” (as with many descriptions of God in fiction, I feel it was for the “shock value” as much as anything else) I cannot totally disagree with most of the concepts put forth. Likewise with the portrait of the Trinity.  Is it perfect? Who can perfectly describe the awesomeness of such a doctrine?  Just read the book with this understanding:  It is not scripture and it is not a companion handbook to the Bible.  It is a fictional account of one man’s journey through grief with all it’s tentacles of emotions and repercussions.


On the trip with him, however, you will find some simple, interesting ways to look at life, both physical and spiritual.  I say that because one thing the author does well is to tie those two elements together.  You will find that many questions people have about God are addressed here and they are addressed very well.  Does God send people to hell? Does He love everyone? Why doesn’t He stop pain and suffering?  Is He all-powerful and all-knowing at the same time?  Are we expected to truly forgive people who hurt us? Is forgiveness even possible?  These, and other questions, are answered in ways that will cause the reader to have several “light bulb” moments of realization.


Looking past the necessary poetic license of fiction, you will find a touching, revealing story of love, loss, guilt, anger, helplessness, and forgiveness. Ultimately, you will find a deeper appreciation for God and His role in your life.  I believe that when you finally put the book down, you will have a better understanding of God and, hopefully, a desire for a more meaningful relationship with Him.  Again, do not take the “theology” here literally.  Read the book for what it is and ask God to show you the things that can touch your life.  You will find that there are several.


On a side note, if you know someone who is suffering through loss, anger, and grief, give them this book and don’t let up on them until they have read it.  It can really touch them in a positive way.


Read this book!

