Disclaimer:  The opinions presented here are my opinions only and my not necessarily reflect the unanimous opinion of the cooperate body of believers who are Bluff Park Baptist Church.  
That’s Just Your Interpretation   Paul Copan. Grand Rapids, MI.: Baker Books, 2001    198 pp (Paperback)

Paul Copan’s stated purpose for this book is to “offer responses to a …wide ranging set of commonly heard challenges by skeptics and critics of belief in God and Christianity in particular”. How would you respond to a person who says something like, “What’s true for you may not be true for me”?  Or, “A good God would not send people to Hell”?  What would you say to someone who believes that if God knows everything then we do not have free will, or that religion is nothing more than a crutch for weak-minded people?  Mr. Copan gives reasonable responses to these objections as held by skeptics and unbelievers.

He also addresses some presumably difficult issues such as our belief in the Trinity and the Incarnation as well as supposed contradictions in the Bible.  His chapters on slavery and science versus creation can be helpful if you encounter questions related to those subjects.


I would recommend that you read the book but be aware of a couple of things.  First, the writing is complicated for the average mind (and I have a very average mind). On several occasions I had to go back and re-read certain passages to understand what he was saying as some of the subject matter can get very philosophical.  The other issue is that the author has a few beliefs that the conservative Christian may find contrary to popular belief.  These are not salvation issues, rather some fairly new ideas concerning the definition of Hell and the particular birth area of Jesus.  I disagree with him on both but neither issue changes the power, impact, and certainty of salvation by the blood of Christ alone, nor in the final state of the believer or unbeliever.

As you make time to read, this may be helpful to you.  It can be a little dry in some areas but there adequate oases of information and knowledge to get you to the other side.
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