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In 1880 two Bjorklund brothers, Roald and Carl, leave their homeland of Norway and , with their families, migrate to the Dakota Territory in search of their dream of a new beginning in the wild western lands of America.  The author, Lauraine Snelling, does a wonderful job of weaving faith into the enormous struggle of these early settlers. The several aspects of a personal relationship with God are the foundation of the storyline.  We see a simple faith in God as decisions are made to migrate, a determined belief in God’s providence as they seek their place in the new country, a crisis of questioning His protection and love, and finally, a stronger faith as God works shows his continuing provisions.
In the meantime, the reader gets caught up in the historical wrappings of the settlers of the Mid-west.  The difficulties of travel, harsh weather, and inevitable hardships blend into the tale seamlessly and become as much of a player as any person.  Ms. Snelling is a gifted writer and imaginative story-teller.  You’ll cheer the heroes and boo the villains as the story unfolds and, if you have a heart, you’ll probably shed a tear or two.

This is the first installment of a trilogy entitled. Red River of the North that follows the family through several generations and if this book is any indication, you’ll want to read all three.  

